
The Tudors - What is Henry VIII’s Legacy? 

 

Key Events: 
1. The Reformation and establishment of the Church of 

England 

2. Dissolution of monasteries 

3. Marriage to six wives, including Anne Boleyn and 

Jane Seymour 

4. Break with the Catholic Church and establishment of 

the Church of England 

 

Why did Henry VIII break from Rome?  

• Succession – Henn desperately needed an heir to ensure a peaceful and 

stable succession. By the late 1520s he no longer believed that his wife, 

Catherine of Aragon, could provide him with a son. 

 • Love – Henry had fallen in love with one of his wife’s ladies in waiting, 

Anne Boleyn. Anne did not want an affair, but marriage.  

• Power – Henry’s ministers had been unable to get the Pope to agree 

grant the divorce. This was humiliating. Henry believed that Kings should 

have power over the church in their own country.  

• Money – the Church was extremely wealthy because of tithes, donations 

and the amount of land they owned. Henry was quite poor from his wars 

with France and needed money to fight future wars.  

• Religious beliefs –Some people criticised the Catholic Church for being 

corrupt. These were known as Protestants. Many of the supporters of 

Anne Boleyn were Protestant. 
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